
DROP SATS 2021 – HEADS' STATEMENT 

Along with heads, teachers and parents throughout the country, I do not believe year 6 SATs or the 
year 1 phonics check should go ahead in this school year.

These formal tests will not provide any useful information about the effects of Covid on pupils’ 
learning: SATs are designed to measure school performance, not identify gaps in learning. 


We have already carried out precise, teacher-led assessments, which have provided all the 
information we need to see where learning gaps are – and we are working every day to bridge 
them. These informal tests have also enabled us to prioritise the safety, mental health and well-
being of our pupils, which are more important than ever this year.

Year 6 pupils — who will face SATs under exam-style conditions in the summer term — missed 
many months of face-to-face teaching during a critical period of their education. They may still 
have to spend more time away from school in the coming months. They should not have to 
sacrifice any more valuable classroom learning time preparing for and sitting formal tests. And they 
should not be made to take high-pressure tests for no good reason in the midst of a pandemic.

We want all our children to thrive in school and love learning, even in this most challenging of 
years. We want to teach a rich, broad and stimulating curriculum, not spend our time cramming 
children for tests in phonics, English and maths.

SATs this year will not tell the school or parents anything we do not already know and they will not 
help with the transition to secondary school. SATs can never provide a whole picture of a child's 
capabilities and the information this year will be even more unreliable and imprecise.

Schools should be held accountable. However, in this far from normal year, basing our 
performance on one-size-fits-all tests taken by children would only produce meaningless data and 
put unnecessary pressure on children who have already been through enough. It would be wholly 
ineffective and morally wrong. 

For the sake of our children, I!m calling on the government to cancel SATs and other government 
tests completely in the 2020/21 school year. 


